
----CHURCH  CALENDAR ---- 
 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Worship Services – 8:00 & 10:20 a.m. 
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m. 
Youth Group – 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
“Spark!” Contemporary Service – 6:30 p.m. 
 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Glorify - 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Bible Study / Chapel – 6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir Practice – 7:00 p.m. 
 

MEETINGS  
See the UMW page for event listings 
 

Outreach Committee, Lounge 
Thursday, May 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

United Methodist Men at Bobber Café 
Sunday, May 4 at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Men’s Bible Study at Steve Solomon’s 
Tuesday, May 6 & 27 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Nurture Committee, Open Door Class 
Monday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Witness Committee, Lounge 
Wednesday, May 14 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Administrative Council , Foundation Class 
Wednesday, May 14 at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Mary Martha Circle , at Betty Maxwell’s 
Thursday, May 15 at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Board of Trustees, Lounge 
Thursday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wesley Circle, at Carol Schenck’s 
Tuesday, May 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

THE  NELSON  M EMORIAL  M ESSENGER 
May 1, 2008 Vol. 19, No. 5 
Nelson Memorial United Methodist Church, 407 E. Spring St. Office Phone: 882-6223 
e-mail:  nelsonumc@classicnet.net 
website:  www.nelsonmemorialumc.org 

Fax: 882-5513 

Elmer D. McClaflin, Pastor Steve Hendrix, Editor 
 

 It all started with a game.  In this instance it was an age-appropriate computer 
game that Bobby convinced me to purchase for him at the school book fair.  It was 
similar to other games that Bobby had and so I didn’t think much about it.  It took all 
of ten minutes after we got home before I heard the familiar call for computer 
assistance – “DAD!  IT’S NOT WORKING!!!” 
 Over the years I have found that my children usually have no problem with 
operating either computer programs or video games – unless it somehow requires 
reading instructions.  So I made my way to our computer and began to read the list of 
queries and instructions that this new game was generating.  I finally got it all 
electronically untangled, restarted and ready to go. 
 The only problem was that now nothing would work AT ALL!  Whenever I 
would try to start a program a message would pop up, “You do not have the 
authorization to run this file!”  “What do you mean I don’t have the authorization? 
I am the administrator with all the passwords.  I am the one who set this whole thing 
in motion.  I OWN YOU!”  But the computer was unmoved by my words.  I went to 
my programs, and it said, “You do not have the authorization to do this!”  I went to 
the control panel and it said, “You do not have the authorization to do this either!”  
Finally, I went to shut down the whole operating system, and you guessed it, it said 
“You do not have the authorization to shut down this computer.” 
 Sometimes we get stuck just like this.  In the absurdity of daily life, frustrations 
come at us constantly, and we don’t know where to turn.  Fortunately for me I knew 
two things.  First, I knew where the plug-in was – so I unplugged the contraption 
from its power supply, and authorization or not, it shut-down.  Secondly, I knew I had 
exhausted my abilities, so I asked for help.  And the answer to my problem was to 
find a “restore point.”  I could enter the computer in “safe mode”, and follow the steps 
to a place where I could go back in time, and restore all my settings back to a time 
when everything worked – things would reset and begin to work as they once had. 
 

(continued on next page) 
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 That’s when the words of the Shepherd’s Psalm really hit home.  In God’s 
hands we are in “safe mode.”  When the Lord is our Shepherd, then we are in a place 
where we are protected from our enemies, as well as comforted through the dark 
valleys.  But more than that, with God’s help we can find that “restore point.”  The 
Lord leads us beside the still waters, and restores our souls.  God can take us back to a 
place where things work again – a place where we can re-start our lives – a place 
where we can begin to rebuild, even after great loss.  It is all possible because of 
God’s grace. 
 I don’t know what I did to mess things up on the computer, but the restore point 
worked, and so do all my programs once more.  Jesus calls us to life that works!  The 
good news is that we do have authorization.  There is a safe place for all of us to 
come, restore, and then move on.  With the Lord as our Shepherd, the restore point 
will always be there when we need it. 

 
– Pastor E 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Spark! 
Have you been to the Spark, our newest worship service? 
Every Sunday night at 6:30 you are invited to come and experience…. 
 
Exciting praise worship with The Spark Band! 
Connection with great people of faith 
A great place to bring your friends and family 
 
Pastor E is beginning a new series this month entitled: 
 

“Preparation For Flight:  Getting Ready to Take Off!” 
 
Come and join us!  Invite others!  Spread the word! 

 

The Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree items for Coyote Hills were dedicated & received by Pastor 
Elmer & Bill Atherton, Director of Operations for Coyote Hills on April 27.  We 
were also blessed to have Bill's family in worship with us. Thanks to all who 
helped get everything into Bill's van after service.   The Giving Tree will only be 
empty a few days & new stars will appear to gather supplies for Vacation Bible 
School.  We will dedicate the items on July 13 with Bible School starting July 14.  
As always, it is a real testament of the faithfulness of our Church to support small 
"works" through the Giving Tree. 

 
 
 
 

Many Thanks 
The Library Committee wishes to give a 
huge thank you to Margene Farquhar for her 
multitude of hours processing the books. 
 

 
 

Improvement Projects 
The Trustees are at a point they can say they have completed all of the 

projects they started a year ago.  Those are the following:  repaint and seal the 
outside windows with protective glass, install a/c and heating units in each 
Sunday school classroom, repair the peeling paint spots in the sanctuary, 
rewired some of the classrooms, install insulation in the ceiling of the 
classrooms, install radiator covers in the sanctuary, and remodeled the 
parsonage's kitchen.  All of this work has brought so much more attention to 
other areas of the church that will require more work soon. 

A year ago at this time we started the capital improvement fund drive (three 
years) to do some of the previously mentioned projects.  We ask that you 
continue to meet your pledge as we start the second year of this drive.  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 882-3940. 
 

God Bless, 
Tom Halford 
Trustee Chairman 

Library 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Mar 16 Mar 23 Mar 30 Apr 6 Apr 13 

 

OF OUR PRESENCE: Easter 
Sunday School 91 67 71 99 106 

Worship Total 247 387 196 217 227 
 8:00 a.m. 42 86 28 37 53 
 10:20 a.m. 136 185 115 123 123 
 Spark! 69 75 53 57 51 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: 569 569 568 568 568 

OF OUR GIFTS: 
General Fund 4868.32 3081.47 5317.70 7706.25 3518.80 
Property Improvement 255.00 80.00 300.00 298.00 110.00 
Capital Campaign 317.00 230.00 844.00 815.00 482.00 
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General Fund Financial Information 
Annual Budget: 248,342.00  

Contributions needed to date: 71,637.12  

Actual contributions to date: 77,196.42  

Weekly need: 4,775.81  

 
 
 

Capital Improvement Campaign Update 
Campaign Goal: 175,000.00  

Pledges to date: 67,481.00  

Contributions to date: 52,128.21  

 



Monthly Service Opportunities 
Please plan on meeting with Pastor Elmer in his office at 7:45 a.m. for 8:00 service 
and 10:00 a.m. for 10:20 service. 

 
 

May 
Date Liturgist Prayer Family Ushers & Greeters 

4 Tim Von Engeln 
Larry and  
Judy Long 

11 Tom Maxwell Tim and Gayle 
Von Engeln 

18 Bob Koch Bob and  
Cindy Koch 

25 Ricky Powell Tom and 
Betty Maxwell 

Youth Group 
 

(Grades 6-12) 

 
 

June 
Date Liturgist Prayer Family Ushers & Greeters 

1 Paul Davis 
Tim and Gayle 
Von Engeln 

8 Hessie Watts Bob and  
Cindy Koch 

15 Bill Parker Tom and  
Betty Maxwell 

22 David Wrenn Larry and  
Judy Long 

29 1st - Ali Roth 
2nd- Evelyn Rogers 

Margene and 
Elvin Farquhar 

Elvin and Margene 
Farquhar 

 
 

David and Jan 
DeGraffenreid 

 
 
It is your responsibility to switch with someone else on the list if you have a 
conflict for your appointed week.  Thanks. 
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This year’s Vacation Bible School is scheduled and will be taking off soon!   
We have a wonderful curriculum designed and are looking for teachers and 
helpers.  If you are interested in helping, please return this form to the church 
office or place in the offering plate.  Missy Walker, Jennifer Jones or 
Debbie Maxwell will be calling soon to give you more details. 
 
 

I AM INTERESTED IN HELPING IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:  
 

         I WOULD LIKE TO BE A TEACHER; designate station below 

         I WOULD LIKE TO BE A HELPER 
 (6th grade and up) 

         I WOULD LIKE TO HELP IN THE NURSERY 

         I WOULD LIKE TO DO CRAFTS 

         I WOULD LIKE TO DO MUSIC 

         I WOULD LIKE TO DO REFRESHMENTS 

         I WOULD LIKE TO DO RECREATION 

         I WOULD LIKE TO WORK AT THE REGISTRATION TABLE 
 
 

I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING STATIONS: 
 

         3 & 4 YEAR OLDS 

         CAMPFIRE STORIES (tell the Bible story) 

         BIBLE CHALLENGE (reinforce the Bible story) 

 
 
 
____________________________________ ______________________ 
NAME (Please print) PHONE NUMBER�
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VBS is open to all children who will be 3 years old by July 1 st up through 
those who have completed the 5th grade .  3 & 4 year old children must be 
accompanied to and from class by a parent or guardian. 
Please fill out and return in the offering plate or to the church office as 
soon as possible, but no later than June 30th.  

 
 

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________ 
 
PARENT’S NAME: ___________________________________________ 
 
GRADE JUST COMPLETED: __________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH: ____________________________________________ 
 
HOME PHONE: _____________________________________________ 
 
WORK PHONE: _____________________________________________ 
 
IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY CALL: ___________________________ 
 

 

THIS CHILD HAS MY PERMISSION TO GO ON ANY FIELD TRIP SPONSORED BY VBS. 
 

 
 

______________________________________ 
SIGNATURE  OF  PARENT  OR  GUARDIAN 

 
Tell your kids to invite a friend 

(extra registration forms are available at the church) 

 

 
 
 

National Day of Prayer 
Please join us as we observe the 57th Annual National Day of Prayer on 
Thursday, May 1st.  The observance will be held on the south lawn of Boonville 
City Hall, 525 E. Spring Street, from 12:00 noon to 12:15 pm.  Prayer participants 
will gather around the flagpole, and the event will include prayer for our military, 
governmental leaders, churches, and families.   
For more information, contact Paul Davis, 882-7850, imt795@hotmail.com. 

 
 

First Friday Fun Night 
The First Friday Fun Night will be May 2nd from 7:00pm to 9:00 pm. 
We thought we would add to the fun by grilling hotdogs at 6:30 so please come 
early and bring a bag of chips and your own drinks to enjoy before the games 
start.  Don't forget to bring your favorite game and snack and invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors. 

 
 

Kid’s Hope USA Calendar of Events 
May 5 Sheri doing lunch for teachers and staff at David Barton 

May 5 - 9 Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 13 End of year picnic at Lions Park 

May 20 David Barton Elementary School 5th grade celebration -  
9:00 a.m. in David Barton gymnasium 

 
 

KHUSA End of the Year Pizza Party 
The KHUSA End of the Year Pizza Party will be held at Lion's Park on 
Tuesday, May 13th from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  In case of rain on that day, it will be 
held at the same time at David Barton Elementary School in the Cafeteria. 

 



 
 

College Graduates 
Please contact the church office if you have a College Graduate 
in your family this spring.  We would like to be able to 
congratulate them during Graduation Sunday on May 11, 2008. 

 
 
 

Summer Church Camp 2008 
Missouri Camping and Retreat Ministries has announced the 2008 Methodist 
Summer Camp Schedule.  This year’s theme is “Handle with Care.”  Camps are 
available for kids aged 5 through 18 years.  Parents can register on-line at 
www.mocamps.org.  On-line registration is the preferred method.  The church has 
funding to off-set the costs of the registration.  If you have a child planning to 
attend one of the camps, please call the Church office for more details. 
As in past years, Nelson Memorial is offering 50% financial support of all UM 
2008 Summer Camps.   

 
 
 

Sagrada Angel Tree Camp 2008 
Nelson Memorial will again be supporting the Angel Tree Bible Camp at the lake 
for children at risk.  Some of our own KHUSA children will be attending.  As in 
the past, we will depart the Church at 8:00am on Monday and pick up the children 
and return on Friday.  The dates are listed below.  As most know this is a very 
special ministry to these young people and we hope to have enough drivers and 
riders to support this vital ministry.  The sign up sheet will be in the back of the 
sanctuary on the KHUSA table.  Thanks again for your support.  Questions call 
Tom Maxwell at 882-8073. 

 

BOYS CAMPS   GIRLS CAMPS  
M - F, June 2 - 6  M - F, June 9 - 13 
M - F, June 16 - 20  M - F, June 23 - 27 
M - F, July 7 - 11  M - F, July 14 - 18 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

Congratulations to Ruby McNew who was honored on April 20th at the 
10:20 service by receiving the Special Mission Recognition Pin. 

 

May is already here and the summer months are fastly approaching!  Where has 
the time gone?  Here is what's going on with us this month: 
 
May 1- Thursday-1:30 p.m. 
 Unit Meeting in Fellowship Hall-Dessert 
 Hostess:  Mary Martha Circle 
 Program: Lavonne Patterson 
 Mission Coordinator-Social Action 
 Mid-State District 
 
May 11- Senior Recognition Sunday 
 Recognition of High School / College Graduates 
 
Mary Martha Circle  will meet this month on the 15th, at 1:30 p.m. at the home 
of the Hostess, Betty Maxwell.  Co-Hostess will be Helen Taylor.  Carol Harris 
will give the Devotional.  Clay Belle Morris will provide them with the Program. 
 
Wesley Circle will meet at the home of Carol Schenck on the evening of the 20th.  
It will be a Carry-in-Supper at 6:30 p.m.  There will not be a Program this evening. 
 
This will conclude our "Circle" meetings for the summer months.  However, we 
will be very busy with our Mid-State Calendar events for the months of June, 
July, and August.  As well as our UMW Unit Calendar event in the month of 
August.  We will resume our meetings in the month of September. 
 

Looking ahead to June 
 

June 6-9 UMC ANNUAL CONFERENCE-Springfield 
 
June 14 DISTRICT SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT- 

Missouri UMC- Columbia 
 

Everyday is a Blessing! 
Tina Zeller, 
Communications Coordinator, UMW 



 

MAY  BIRTHDAYS  
 

-2- 
Ruth Jeffries 

 
 

-5- 
Shelby Curnutte 
Maryellen McVicker 

 
 

-6- 
Cody Hilgedick 
Patrick Solomon 

 
 

-7- 
Tanner Comegys 

 
 

-9- 
Carolyn Adams 

 
 

-13- 
Darlene Boehm 
Ashley Halford 
John Ward 

 
 

-14- 
Robert Catlett 
Sara Gregg 

 
 

-15- 
Lauryn Jones 
Leona Schmidt 

 
 

-16- 
Travis Fredrich 

 
 

-18- 
Alta Chipley 

 
 

-19- 
Alan Rohrbough 
Eli Walker 

 
 
 
 
 

-23- 
Jerry Riley 

 
 

-27- 
Virginia Medlin 
Ricky Powell 

 
 

-28- 
Ryan Gettings 
Sandy Halford 

 
 

-29- 
Tim Von Engeln 

 
 

-30- 
David DeGraffenreid 

 
 

-31- 
Wesley Gingrich 

 

Please help us update the Birthday List by notifying the 
Church office if your name is missing. Thank you! 

 

 

PRAYER  LIST  
 

Mindful of my need to pray and the great opportunity, which exists when people 
of faith pray together, I will lift up the following in prayer: 

 
Continued Prayer 

 
 

Ruth Coleman  (health) 
Family of Dan Crawford  (grief) 
Donna Farmer  (health) 
Holly and Chloe Fisher  (health) 
Jean Haller  (health) 
Vernon Hartmann  (health) 
Ted Mellor  (health) 
 
 

Jennifer Metzger  (health) 
Family of Bill Parker  (grief) 
Marty Patton and family  (grief) 
Family of Earl Renfrow  (grief) 
Gertrude Simmons  (health) 
Phil Somerville  (health) 
 

 
Prayers for Government, Armed Forces, and Disaster Relief Personnel 

 
 

Melody Von Engeln 
(Missionary in Japan) 
 

Covenant Church of Gondola, 
(Mozambique) 
 

Mozambique Mission Team- 
Steve Solomon, Mary Day, co-leaders 
 

Shannon Challender 
(deployed to Afghanistan) 

 

LT senior grade Jimmy Fuemmeler 
(stationed at Naval Air Station Oceana, Virginia 
Beach, VA, EA18G Growler training) 

 

Major Jeremy Gettings 
(deployed to Iraq as Marine Harrier Pilot) 

 

Robert Mike Grissum 
(deployed to Iraq) 

 

Brigadier General Larry Kay 
(deployed to Kosovo) 

 

Aaron Von Engeln 
(stationed at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina) 

 

SGT Stephen Schallert 
(completing tour in Afghanistan) 

President of the United States 
Men & Women of our Armed Forces 
Leaders of the World 

 
 


