
----CHURCH  CALENDAR ---- 
 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Worship Services – 8:00 & 10:20 a.m. 
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m. 
Youth Group – 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in F. Hall 
“Spark!” Contemporary Service – 6:30 p.m. 
 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Youth Bible Study – 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
Chancel Choir Practice – 7:00 p.m. 
 
MEETINGS  
See the UMW page for event listings 

No Circle meetings in December 
 

Board of Trustees, Foundation Class 
Monday, Dec. 1 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Men’s Bible Study at Steve Solomon’s 
No meetings until January 6, 2009 

 

Nurture Committee 
No meeting in December 

 

Administrative Council , Foundation Class 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 8:00 p.m. 

 

United Methodist Men at Bobber Café 
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 7:00 a.m. 
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Elmer D. McClaflin, Pastor Steve Hendrix, Editor 
 

Looking through some photographs I found inside a drawer 
I was taken by a photograph of you 
There were one or two I know that you would have liked a little more 
But they didn't show your spirit quite as true 

Jackson Browne, 1974 
 

I was going through the archives of our family photographs the other day in 
search of pictures for the 50th anniversary of Maggie’s parents.  Over the past few years I 
have sorted and all the old snapshots and Polaroid’s into a year-by-year digital record of 
our lives.  As I looked through the hundreds of pictures I discovered a few things. 
First, I realized that if you don’t want to have your picture taken, be the one taking that 
picture.  This has worked well for me over the years. 

I also discovered that the best pictures are usually not posed.  In my collection, 
there were hundreds of school class pictures, Christmas family portraits, and group 
photographs.  These pictures were all nice, well lit, and had good production values, but 
they couldn’t hold a candle to the shots of life’s unguarded moments captured in a split 
second by a lucky camera lens.  There was the picture of Steven and two-year-old Ian on 
the beach, taken seconds before Steve pushed his brother into the water.  There was the 
picture of one of Maggie’s siblings rolling their eyes as their dad was explaining his latest 
business venture.  There were emotions ranging from frightened to ecstatic,  and all the 
silly expressions, the bad hair, and the unfortunate positions told stories and reminded me 
of things I hadn’t thought of in years.   

We talk about “picture perfect” holidays.  Somewhere in our minds we have an 
image of how things should look if this is to be a successful season.  We can let these 
images get the best of us, keeping us on edge, worrying about what might go wrong. 
Or, we can remember that, as Paul said, “God is working all things for the good of those 
who love the Lord.”  This Advent season we will take another round of pictures. 
Some of them will be the usual, posed portraits, but remember that some of the best will 
be ones we never expected.  We will miss out if we try to make the times we spend 
together this holiday into something they are not, and not just appreciate them for what 
they are – God’s gift to us. 

(continued on next page) 
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One other thing I discovered is that no matter how many pictures you take, you 
can never completely capture the moment.  Each experience in our lives must be lived, 
appreciated, and then cherished in our memories alone – and for this no camera on earth 
can do justice.  So this season enjoy your time, your families, and your friends.  Let the 
love of God permeate all you do, and have a truly memorable Christmas time. 
 

– Pastor E 
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STEWARDSHIP 

 Oct 19 Oct 26 Nov 2 Nov 9 
OF OUR PRESENCE: 

Sunday School  80 75 82 98 

 8:00 a.m.  24 25 32 20 
 10:20 a.m.  120 121 120 157 
 Spark!  35 30 35 31 
Worship Total  179 176 187 208 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:  559 558 558 558 

OF OUR GIFTS: 
General Fund  5187.45 2698.20 8558.50 3573.75 
Property Improvement  150.50 105.00 195.00 260.50 
Capital Campaign  780.50 105.00 1110.00 370.50 
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General Fund Financial Information 
Annual Budget: 248,342.00  

Contributions needed to date: 214,911.35  

Actual contributions to date: 212,517.27  

Weekly need: 4,775.81  

 
 

End of the Year Giving Deadline 
As you consider your final contributions for 2008, please note that the church 
office must receive it by 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 30, in order for it to be 
credited on your 2008 giving statement. 

National Handwashing Week 
The 3rd week in December is National Handwashing Week.  As we head into cold and 
flu season, along with the season where we celebrate all the blessings God gives and the 
most wonderful gift of the birth of Christ, I'd like to remind you how important it is to 
protect our health. 
We hear a lot in the news these days about strep, hepatitis A, and MRSA.  The most 
important weapon in our arsenal to fight these, as well as colds, flu, flu-like illness, E. Coli, 
and other readily preventable infectious diseases is HAND-WASHING ! ! ! ! ! ! 
Here are some simple guidelines to protect yourself and your family: 

1. Wash your hand when dirty and before eating or preparing food.  Use a scrub 
brush for nails. 

2. Do not cough or sneeze into your hands. 
3. Never put a finger in your eyes, nose or mouth. 
4. If you visit in a hospital, wash your hands before entering the patient's room and 

wash again before leaving the hospital. 
Have a Blessed and healthy Christmas season. 

The Parish Nurses 
 
 

PRISON  MINISTRY  SUPPORT 
In recent years the Prison Outreach team has come to realize that they were not doing 
enough to support aftercare for men and women returning to our communities. 
With many members, or Christian Neighbors, as Manny Mill would call them, returning 
to their homes in the Boonslick area, our Christian commitment is to assist them with 
their reentry into the community. 
 

With that biblical understanding of our Matthew 25 mandate, several of the men of the 
church attended a recent "Open Gates, Open Hearts" seminar.  This seminar exposed some of 
our church family to the "Meet me at the Gate" program which allows us the opportunity to 
selectively meet an ex-offender at the gate and assist him or her with their return home. 
It is focused on one inmate, one church, one year of intense support to assist with re-entry. 
 

Under the leadership of the Methodist Men, we are looking for additional men of the 
church who might be interested in supporting this new radical hospitality initiative. 
In line with Pastor E’s September 16th sermon on Matthew 25,  
"What Would It Look Like" , please pray about becoming involved in this most 
important outreach.  If you feel led to discover how you might contribute, please call 
Tom Maxwell at 882-8073, or John Linville at 882-5441. 



�������
United Methodist Women 

 
Just a note:  *Wesley and Mary Martha Circles will NOT meet this month, 
December 2008.  We will all resume in January 2009 (weather permitting).  May 
each and every one of you have a blessed holiday season! 
 
We will be having our UNIT Meeting with a Carry-in Luncheon on Thursday, 
December 4 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  WESLEY CIRCLE is in charge of 
the KITCHEN, while MARY MARTHA CIRCLE will take care of the DINING 
ROOM.  Melody Von Engeln will be giving the PROGRAM.  She will be 
speaking on her teachings in Japan, as well as her volunteering at the present time 
in Columbia.  We are so pleased that she will be with us for the afternoon, and 
look forward to hearing her speak.  Members are being asked to bring a donation 
of "non-perishable" food items for the local FOOD BANK, as well as plastic 
grocery bags. 
 
On December 6, there will be Unit Officers Training. 

 
 

Wishing you and yours a very Merry CHRISTmas 
and a 

HAPPY and HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 
 
�

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Tina Zeller, 
Communications Coordinator, UMW 

 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Service Opportunities 
Please plan on meeting with Pastor Elmer in his office at 7:45 a.m. for 8:00 service 
and 10:00 a.m. for 10:20 service. 

 

December 
Date Liturgist Prayer Family Ushers & Greeters 

7 Hessie Watts 
David and Jan 
DeGraffenreid 

14 Elvin Farquhar Tom and Betty 
Maxwell 

21 Bill Parker Larry and Judy 
Long 

28 1st - Ali Roth 
2nd - Evelyn Rogers 

Margene and 
Elvin Farquhar 

Bob and Cindy Koch 
 

Sandy Halford 
 

Evelyn Rogers 

 
 

January 
Date Liturgist Prayer Family Ushers & Greeters 

4 Tom Maxwell 
David and Donna 

Wrenn 

11 Earl Haller Tim and Gayle 
Von Engeln 

18 Bob Koch Larry and Judy 
Long 

25 Ricky Powell Tom and Betty 
Maxwell 

David and Kay Bradley  
 
 

Nancy and Leigh Parker 

 
 
 

Please note: 
It is your responsibility to switch with someone else on the 
list if you have a conflict for your appointed week.  Thanks. 



 
 

Youth Group 
Our lives will be very busy in December.  We will be participating in the Living 
Nativity on Saturday, December 6th (following the Christmas Parade.)  We will 
help deliver the Angel Tree gifts on Saturday, December 13th and we will go 
Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 14th from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.  Please 
come and join us for these fun, exciting activities. 

 
 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
Nelson Memorial will be participating in the annual Salvation Army bell ringing 
activity on Saturday, December 13th at the Boonville Wal-Mart.  Twelve 
volunteers will be needed to work one-hour shifts from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
The money gathered will be available to local residents in need.  Child volunteers 
are welcome, but will need an adult present.  If you would like to take an hour, 
please call the church office by Monday, December 5th and Steve will put you on 
the schedule.  Contact Tim Von Engeln at 882-3348 if you have questions. 

 
 

Youth Mission Team Fundraiser 
Please join our Youth Mission Team on Sunday, January 4, 2009 for the next 
Youth Mission Team Dinner.  This dinner has a Mexican Theme and we will be 
serving Taco Salad, and Mexican Casseroles, Dessert, and Drinks.  The cost will 
be $5.00 per adult and $3.00 for 5 to 10 year olds.  We are so blessed and 
appreciative to be a part of such a wonderful church family.  Thank you for your 
love, prayers and financial support. 

 
 

Attention All High School Seniors 
The Juanita Scott scholarship application is now available.  These applications 
must be returned to the Church office no later than March 1, 2009.  To receive an 
application, please contact Lucy Farrell at 882-2470, Sandy Halford at 882-3940, 
or John Ward at 882-6784. 

 

News from the Trustees 
The year of 2008 is quickly coming to an end and the Trustees really appreciate 
NMUMC members support in completing some of the following projects: 
 

·  Repair and  preservation of the exterior windows  
·  New technology used to match paint colors enabled the sanctuary to be spot 

painted.  This saved the church $75,000.  
·  Much needed updating of the parsonage included new flooring, new kitchen 

cabinets, updated electrical wiring, and appliances. 
·  New carpet in entryway to the Fellowship Hall. 
·  Handrails installed throughout the church for safety. 
·  Concrete work completed on the sidewalk in front of the church. 
·  Removed and installed cabinets in the pantry off the kitchen. 
·  All exterior church doors keyed alike. 
·  Purchase of weather monitors for severe storms. 
·  Purchase and installation of radiator covers. 
·  3 Emergency Exit lights installed. 
·  Two doors with windows replaced old doors to meet safe sanctuary 

requirements. 
·  Current boiler became defective, and a new boiler system was installed in late 

November.  The current roof top A/C included a heating unit that had never 
been connected to gas became operational in September.  We presently have 
two sources of heat. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Tom Halford, 882-3940. 
 
 
 

Take a Look… 
Come See Our New Renovated 3, 4, 5 yr. old Sunday school room!  Jennifer Jones and 
her sister Michelle Nickerson and some smaller designers have been painting our room 
for awhile!  Our theme this year is Noah's Ark.  The children are so excited about their 
new room!  We would like to say a BIG THANKS to them and invite you all to stop by 
and take a peek.  We are located down the hall from the Pastor's office right by the 
bathroom.  If you know of any children who would like to experience an hour of God's 
teachings and a lot of fun, please send them our way! 

God's Blessings, Larry and Nancy Schler 
 



From Administrative Council 
As 2008 draws to a close, we want to thank everyone in the church body who has served the 
church:  Sunday school teachers and helpers, VBS staff, small group leaders, UMW and 
UMM members, committee members and chairs, ushers and greeters, communion servers 
and liturgists, choir and praise-service musicians, youth group, children’s church leaders, all 
who helped with the CSP, Kids Hope mentors and prayer partners, office assistants, those 
who have been in mission here in Boonville or elsewhere . . . the list goes on! 
 

We’ve had a great year of renewal and growth. Our committees and others in ministry have 
worked hard! While we can’t name every accomplishment, here are some of the ones that 
stand out:  the Spark has become firmly established; the capital campaign is completed; 
a redesigned website has just been launched; work is underway on redecorating Sunday 
school classrooms; the youth group has grown; our church has committed to become a 
Conference certified safe-sanctuary church.  In August an all-church visioning meeting 
brought out many new ideas for enhancing our ministry to the community, and from that, 
plans are underway for more good things in 2009.  We will be adding a children’s 
coordinator to our staff and incorporating new audiovisual technology in our worship. 
 

Thanks for all that you have done as a church in 2008.  We look forward to more good 
things in 2009. 

Sincerely, 
Administrative Council 

 
 
 

Did you know? 
A few activities of the Nurture Committee in 2008 – 

·  Laid the groundwork for a series of church-wide Forty Days of Purpose classes. 
·  Supported initiation of the Spark services and child care at those services. 
·  Provided for magnetic-backed name tags for everyone who wants one. 
·  Conducted traditional Holy Week services and some not-so-traditional, such as 

youth-led carrying of the cross through downtown Boonville on Good Friday. 
·  Upgraded the church website. 
·  Began an exciting new 34-week Bible study, Disciple I. 
·  With Trustees, began the revitalization of our children’s and youth classrooms.  

Go see the 3-4 year old classroom.  The high school classroom is next. 
·  Began a mission to bring willing residents of Valley Hope to Spark services. 

Wait to see what’s coming in 2009! 

 

Kids Coat Program  
We will again be providing coats for kids who need them in the 

Boonslick Area.  If you would like to contribute make your check 
out to “Kids Coat Program” and place it in the offering plate or 

drop it by the church office. 
 David Wrenn 

 
 
 

Safe Sanctuary Training 
For those who still need to complete the Safe Sanctuary Certification, we will have a 
training session on Saturday, January 10, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The web 
site needed to complete your paperwork, or complete the certification online, is:  
www.moumethodist.org/safesanctuaries.  Contact SSanctuaries@moumethodist.org or 
call Karma Haller at 660-834-3344 if you have questions.  The cost is $20.00 per person 
to complete the paperwork for the Safe Sanctuary Training.  This is considered a tax 
deduction so please be sure and keep your receipt in order to be reimbursed.  Thank you 
for your willingness to participate in the lives of the children and youth who are 
associated with our church family.  You are truly appreciated and we are very blessed to 
have so many loving people involved in the lives of these very important parts of our church. 
 
 
 

The Capital Campaign is Complete—Thank You! 
Approximately 20 months ago the Capital Campaign Committee announced the need for 
an improvement of three areas.  They were preservation of the exterior windows around 
the sanctuary, installation of A/C units in the Sunday school classrooms, and painting of 
the sanctuary.  Today’s paint technology enabled us to repaint the damaged area rather 
than the entire sanctuary saving our congregation thousands of dollars.  The other 
projects have all been completed and paid for in full.  We are grateful for your support 
and are pleased to announce that the current CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND is CLOSED.  
If you have not yet fulfilled your pledge to the Capital Campaign Fund, you do not have 
to honor it.  Of course we welcome continued gifts to the Property Improvement Fund 
and/or the General Fund.  Thank you again for your support.  
 



Living Nativity & Stable Home 
The holidays are coming and Christmas is a special 
time here at Nelson Memorial United Methodist.  This 
year our annual Living Nativity will be celebrating 27 
years.  The Living Nativity will take place on the 
church lawn on Saturday, December 6 from 5 - 7 PM.  
Please call the office at 882-6223 if you can volunteer 
to help set up or to be one of the "actors" in the 
presentation.  We are pleased that this tradition has 
lasted so long in our community and need people to 
participate so it can continue for many years to come. 
 

Meanwhile, in the Fellowship Hall the third annual "Stable Home" display will be shown.  
This is a project to benefit the local Salvation Army and their Christmas campaign.  This 
donation event will feature nativity scenes displayed all over the Fellowship Hall.  Nelson 
Memorial members and families are asked to loan their nativity scenes for this display.  
The room will be guarded to prevent theft and breakage.  We need lots of crèches to fill 
up the Fellowship Hall.  Help us help the needy by loaning the church your nativity set or 
sets for the day.  All types and sizes are needed.  Please also bring a piece of fabric or 
paper upon which to set your nativity set to distinguish which set is which.  Call the office 
at 882-6223 if you can participate.  Bring the nativity sets to the church on Friday 
evening, December 5 from 5:30 - 8:00 PM.  We can pick up the set from you earlier in the 
week if this time doesn’t work for you.  The display will be open to the public on Saturday, 
December 6 from 10:00 AM - 7:30 PM and Sunday, December 7 from noon - 4:00 PM.  
The nativity sets may be picked up at the conclusion of the display or please make prior 
arrangements if this is not possible. 
 

Dig out your nativity set(s) and help us have a huge holiday display to 
benefit the Salvation Army!  Then volunteer to be one of the persons who 
participate in the living Nativity.  Nelson Memorial needs you! 
 

 

 
The Redesigned Website is Live! 

Take a minute to visit the redesigned website at www.nelsonmemorialumc.org.  You’ll 
see some familiar material, and some new things.  We’ll be adding to the site and 
improving it in the year to come, and we can use more people helping.  Anyone with 
an interest in PR, communication, Internet technology or photography is invited!  
Contact John Linville (882-5441) or Evelyn Rogers (537-1724) for more information. 

 

Nelson Memorial UMC Angel Tree Program 
Excerpt from 11/15 Chuck Colson Breakpoint: 
 

"In America, the children of prisoners carry their own burdens.  Beyond the 
heartbreaking separation from mom or dad, children of American prisoners must 
endure the mocking voices of classmates ridiculing them for their parent's crime.  
They overhear neighbors whispering that they will one day be "just like their 
dad."  Sadly, the statistics bear this out all too often.  Children of prisoners are 
five to seven times more likely to be incarcerated than their peers. 
 

Thankfully, since 1982, Prison Fellowship's Angel Tree program has made these 
children a priority.  Angel Tree equips churches around the country to reach out to 
the children of prisoners by providing Christmas gifts for them on behalf of their 
incarcerated parent, by matching them with a caring Christian mentor, or by 
sending them to a Christian summer camp.  More importantly, Angel Tree 
demonstrates that God loves them and is with them even when their incarcerated 
parent can't be.  This December alone, close to half a million children of prisoners 
in the United States will receive Christmas gifts and hear about Christ's 
transforming love." 
 

Thank you Nelson Memorial family for your blessed support for these children 
for the past twelve years.  Your contribution to these special Matthew 25 children 
is appreciated more than you will ever know.  If any of you would like to attend 
the Angel Tree party, at Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church in St. Louis on 
Saturday the 13th of December, please contact Betty Maxwell at 882-8073. 
 

 
 



 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  
 

-1- 
Donna Beach 
Bill Salyer 

 

-5- 
Anna Koch 
Brittany Stone 
Bo Vinson 

 

-6- 
Barbara Holtzclaw 
Russell Schmidt 

 

-7- 
Cody McFatrich 

 

-8- 
Allison Haller 

 

-9- 
Karen Kay 
Jon Koch 

 

-10- 
Ian McClaflin 

 

-12- 
Tamie Griesbach 

 

-13- 
Nellie Gingrich 

 

-14- 
Shirley Brewen 
Martha Schrader 
David Stanaway 
Arlene Winn 

 

-16- 
Darren Beach 
Jami Gettings 
Marla Stretz 

 

-17- 
Florence Hillyard 
Dan Richerson 

 

-19- 
Madison Huebert 

 

-20- 
Andy Schenck 

 
 

-21- 
Marcia Cook 

 

-22- 
Earl Haller 
Harold Haller 
Mathew Livingston 

 

-23- 
Greg Farmer 

 

-24- 
Gene Reagan 

 

-25- 
Madisson Alexander 
Jerry McClure 

 

-26- 
Anita Stevens 

 
 

Please help us update the Birthday List by notifying the 
Church office if your name is missing. Thank you! 

 

 

PRAYER  LIST  
 

Mindful of my need to pray and the great opportunity, which exists when people 
of faith pray together, I will lift up the following in prayer: 

 
 

CONTINUED   PRAYER 
 
 

Bill Campbell  (health) 
Ruth Coleman  (health) 
Jean Haller  (health) 
Kris Leitson  (grief) - Niece of Iris Campbell 

John Linville  (health) 
 
 
 

Gloria Mortimer  (health) 
Alma Remley  (health) 
Gertrude Simmons  (health) 
Opal Wiseman  (health) 
 
 
 

Prayers for Government, Armed Forces, and Disaster Relief Personnel 
 
 

Covenant Church of Gondola, 
(Mozambique) 

 

 

LT senior grade Jimmy Fuemmeler 
(stationed at Naval Air Station Oceana, Virginia 
Beach, VA, EA18G Growler training) 

 

Major Jeremy Gettings 
(attending the Air Command and Staff College in 
Montgomery, AL) 

 

Robert Mike Grissum 
(deployed to Iraq) 

 

Brigadier General Larry Kay 
(deployed to Kosovo) 

 

Aaron Von Engeln 
(stationed at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina) 

President of the United States 
Men & Women of our Armed Forces 
Leaders of the World 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Campbell 
  Bill is home from the hospital and doing well after receiving a new aortic valve. 
  Thanks to all the church family for prayers, visits, calls and greeting cards. 

Bill 
 


