CHURCH CALENDAR

EVERY SUNDAY

Worship Services - 8:00 & 10:20 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.

Youth Group — 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in F. Hall

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Chancel Choir Practice — 7:00 p.m.

EVERY SATURDAY
Spark! Contemporary Worship - 5:00 p.m.

MEETINGS
See the UMW page for event listings
No Circle meetings in December

Men’s Bible Study at Steve Solomon’s
Tuesday, Dec. 1 & 22 at 7:00 p.m.

Outreach Committeg Lounge
Thursday, Dec. 3 at 7:00 p.m.

Board of Trustees Foundation Class
Monday, Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m.

Administrative Council , Foundation Class
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 8:00 p.m.

United Methodist Men, Fellowship Hall
Saturday, Dec. 12 at 8:30 a.m.
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Nelson Memorial United Methodist Church, 407 E.ispiSt. Office Phone: 882-6223
e-mail: nelsonumc@classicnet.net Fax: 882-5513
website: www.nelsonmemorialumc.org

Elmer D. McClaflin, Pastor Steve Hendrix, Editor

Bobby has a new bike. If you know anything abdwet hoy you will know that it
is red, and really cool. Bikes have been a graalitton in our family. Laura had crazy
daises on hers, lan’s was your basic green lowsriglied Steven’s was a white lethal
weapon. They've all had their turn at the cyclexgerience with varying results.

For me it all started back in the late 60’s on rayenth birthday. It was on that
day that | arrived home to discover a brand newaltietgreen 16 inch bike, complete
with banana seat. | was in heaven. But there oves problem. | didn’t have the
slightest clue of how to ride the thing. My pafergolution was to provide an extra set
of wheels which were bolted firmly to the rear axlgaining wheels.

With my modifiedquad-cyclel was able to go up and down the driveway, then
down the street, and before long | was a configemtat the bike game. Then my dad did
something that | couldn’t quite understand — h& toff the training wheels. | got on the
bike as | had before, but now it didn’t feel quite same. | took off riding, and quickly
stopped. My knee and elbow cushioned the faltfernew bike. | was hurting now, but
| was determined to succeed. By the time the day ewer | was bruised and bloodied,
my pants were ripped, and | was beat — but | cadkl

So often in life we get accustomed to our trainiwbeels. We feel safe.
We don’t worry about falls. But we keep peddliqgthe same street and driveway over
and over again. This year we have taken on sorakeoges. We have asked what God
would have us do. We have learned things abowetres and our ministry. But all this
won't do us much good, if we don’t take off theimiag wheels and start driving.

This Advent season can be a time for us to stretrkelves, to reach out in new
ways, and to open ourselves to God’s possibilitiles.we anticipate the coming of Christ
into our world this year, let's get adventurouset’s try approaching this holiday as if it
were something world-changing and exciting — whiicis! Let’'s put off all the things
that would hold us back, and drive on into a seadahscovery, sharing and growth.

Bobby, like his brothers and sister before him] veke off on his own journey.

It will have a few spills and a few scrapes, buthi@ end he will be riding. And once you
learn how to really ride — you never forget!

— Pastor E



STEWARDSHIP

Oct 18 Oct 25 Nov 1 Nov 8 Nov 15
OF OUR PRESENCE:

Sunday School 64 75 85 70 92
8:00 a.m. 31 24 26 28 29
10:20 a.m. 115 137 109 130 149

Worship Total 146 161 135 158 178
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: 564 564 563 563 563
OF OUR GIFTS:
General Fund 4373.00 2481.25 5973.45 6268.39 4820.0
Property Improvement 135.00 55.00 295.00 260.00 QB0
Capital Campaign 250.00 440.00 880.00 2133.00 255.0

General Fund Financial Information
Annual Budget: 258,707.00
Contributions needed to date228,856.19
Actual contributions to date:211,126.07
Weekly need: 4,975.13
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End of the Year Giving Deadline
As you consider your final contributions for 20Q8ease note that the church
office must receive offerings by 8:00 a.m. on Weddtagy, December 30 for them
to be credited on your 2009 giving statement.

Trustees Update

| guess it is no surprise the new sign has beenlied and mostly hooked up.
There are a couple things that still need to be pterad. Messages and
announcements have been entered and are curremly @isplayed. Training is
being provided by our vendor, Impact Signs, Sedafiayone wanting a message
displayed, please contact either Dave Day, Chuakisdar Tom Halford. Just a
note, the same rule applies for new messages asthe/video system. We need
the information at least four days before the evelfityou have events months
away, go ahead and get us the information. Wdaahthe message and set the
timers for when the event occurs.

This month we have three members of Trustees fimgsteir respective terms on
the committee. | really appreciate the outstanduogk and commitment these
individuals have given NMUMC. If you have the opjunity, please take the
time to say thank you to Kim Phelps and Dave Dbagm sure as they leave one
committee, they are headed for another assignmentontinuing to help
NMUMC grow.
Yes, | failed to list the third member, but thisllvide my last newsletter. It has
been a pleasure to work with each of you, and nmogortantly, doing the work
for God.

Blessing,

Tom Halford Trustee Chair

Safe Sanctuary Training
For those who still need to complete the Safe SamgtCertification, we will
have a training session on Tuesday, January 19 206:00 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. The web site needed to complete your papgewor complete the
certification online, is: www.moumethodist.orgssénctuaries Contact
SSanctuaries@moumethodist.arg call Karma Haller at 660-834-3344 if you
have questions. The cost is $20.00 per persoortplete the paperwork for the
Safe Sanctuary Training. This is considered ad&duction so please be sure and
keep your receipt in order to be reimbursed. Thymk for your willingness to
participate in the lives of the children and yowtho are associated with our
church family. You are truly appreciated and we \&ry blessed to have so many
loving people involved in the lives of these venportant parts of our church.



Nelson Memorial UMC Angel Tree Program
Excerpt from 11/1%huck Colson Breakpoint

"In America, the children of prisoners carry th@vn burdens.

Beyond the heartbreaking separation from mom or, dad A
children of American prisoners must endure the nmuck

voices of classmates ridiculing them for their péieecrime.  ANGEL TREE
They overhear neighbors whispering that they wik @ay be ity prison el

"just like their dad." Sadly, the statistics béais out all too often. Children of
prisoners are five to seven times more likely tortmarcerated than their peers.

Thankfully, since 1982, Prison Fellowship's Ange¢d program has made these
children a priority. Angel Tree equips churchesuaid the country to reach out to
the children of prisoners by providing Christmaisgior them on behalf of their
incarcerated parent, by matching them with a ca@gistian mentor, or by
sending them to a Christian summer camp. More tapdy, Angel Tree
demonstrates that God loves them and is with thesn g/hen their incarcerated
parent can't be. This December alone, close faahalllion children of prisoners
in the United States will receive Christmas giftedahear about Christ's
transforming love."

Thank you Nelson Memorial family for your blessaggort for these children
for the past fifteen years. Your contribution bese special Matthew 25 children
is appreciated more than you will ever know. Iy af you would like to attend
the Angel Tree party, at Mt. Zion Missionary BaptShurch in St. Louis on
Saturday the 12th of December, please contact Bdtywell at 882-8073.

Youth Mission Team Fundraiser
Please join our Youth Mission Team on Sunday, Jan8a 2010 for the next
Youth Mission Team Dinner. We will be serving Lgsa, Salad, Green Beans
and Dessert. The cost will be $5.00 per adult&$00 for 5 to 10 year olds. We
are so blessed and appreciative to be a part ¢f augonderful church family.
Thank you for your love, prayers and financial supp

Monthly Service Opportunities
Please plan on meeting with Pastor Elmer in his®fit 7:45 a.m. for 8:00 service
and 10:00 a.m. for 10:20 service.

December
Date Liturgist Prayer Family Ushers & Greeters
. David and Jan
6 Hessie Watts DeGraffenreid
d Bob and Cindy Koch
13 Earl Haller Tor'\r)l an Iﬁetty
axwe Sandy Halford
Larry and Jud
20 Bob Koch )I/_ong y Evelyn Rogers
27 1st- Sharon Mellor Elvin and Margene
2nd- Evelyn Rogers Farquhar

January
Date Liturgist Prayer Family Ushers & Greeters
3 Mike Maxwell David and Donna
Wrenn
10 Elvin Farquhar Tl\r/noﬁgl] Ge?alle
g David and Jan
Tom and Betty DeGraffenreid
17 Ben Phelps Mascwell
Nancy and Leigh Parker
24 Paul Davis Larry and Judy ’ ’
Long
: Elvin and Margene
31 Ricky Powell Farquhar
Please note:

It is your responsibility to switch with someonsebn the list
if you have a conflict for your appointed week. anks.




A Night in Bethlehem

Take your family back in time ... arrive in Bethégh for the census and enter a
market place bustling with the sights and soundshef very first Christmas.
Create interesting projects and crafts for childaad families at each marketplace
shop. It will be on December 5th at 4:30, after @hristmas parade, and will be
held on the Church lawn! If you have any questiomstact Heather Silvey.

Youth Group
Our lives will be very busy in December. We wi# participating in the Living
Nativity on Saturday, December 5th (following thériStmas Parade.) We will
help deliver the Angel Tree gifts on Saturday, Deler 12th and we will go
Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 20th frod® 40 6:30 p.m. Please
come and join us for these fun, exciting activities

Join Us For Contemporary Worship!
There are only two more Saturday Spark! servickghes year. Don't miss our
contemporary service at 5:00 p.m. on December 42th19th. We will not have
Spark! on November 28th, or December 5th, due éochtblidays. In January we
will be reevaluating our time and day, and will annce the details for 2010.

Kids Coat Program
We will again be providing coats for kids who netbém in the
Boonslick Area. If you would like to contribute kea your
check out to “Kids Coat Program” and place it ie tffering
plate or drop it by the church office.
David Wrenn

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Nelson Memorial will be participating in the anni&dlvation Army bell ringing
activity on Saturday, December 19th at the BooeviWal-Mart. Sixteen
volunteers will be needed to work 1 hour shiftaxfr@0:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m
The money gathered will be available to local restd in need. Child
volunteers are welcome, but will need an adultgmes If you would like
to take an hour, please call the church office lpn¥ay, December 14t
and Steve will put you on the schedule. Contant VionEngeln at 882-
3348 if you have questions.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

5:00 p.m.: Come and go Communion.
7:00 p.m.: Service of Scripture, Song, and Comuni

McClure Reception
There will be a reception honoring Jerry and MakieClure on Sunday,
December 27, from 2-4 p.m., at Katy Manor in P@bve. Jerry and Marie will
be celebrating 65 years of marriage on Decembera8lwell as their 90th
birthdays (Jerry on December 25 and Marie on Jani@). Please join us in this
celebration, but if you are unable to attend, cards be sent to Katy Manor,
Room 210, 205 Prospect, Pilot Grove, MO 65276.

--Sandy FarrisandMarla Stretz

NEW YEAR'S EVE
The sanctuary will be open on December 31 from@p.8n. to 12:30 a.m. for a
personal time of prayer to commit the New Yearhe Lord. There will be no
structured service, so feel free to come and go.

Attention All High School Seniors
The Juanita Scott scholarship application is noailakile. These applications
must be returned to the Church office no later thlanch 1, 2010. To receive an
application, please contact Lucy Farrell at 88243andy Halford at 882-3940,
or John Ward at 882-6784.



Living Nativity & Stable Home
The holidays are coming and Christmas is a
special time here at Nelson Memorial United
Methodist. This year our annual Living Nativity
will be celebrating 28 years. The Living
Nativity will take place on the church lawn on
Saturday, December 5 from 4:30 - 7 PM. Please
call the office at 882-6223 if you can volunteer
to help set up or to be one of the "actors” in th
presentation. We are pleased that this traditio
has lasted so long in our community and need
people to participate so it can continue for many
years to come.

Meanwhile, in the Fellowship Hall the fourth annt&table Home" display will
be shown. This is a project to benefit the localv&ion Army and their
Christmas campaign. This donation event will featnativity scenes displayed
all over the Fellowship Hall. Nelson Memorial mesnd and families are asked
to loan their nativity scenes for this display. eTioom will be guarded to prevent
theft and breakage. We need lots of crechesltadithe Fellowship Hall. Help
us help the needy by loaning the church your rigtset or sets for the day. All
types and sizes are needed. Please also bringca pf fabric or paper upon
which to set your nativity set to distinguish whisét is which. Call the office at
882-6223 if you can participate. Bring the natiwsets to the church on Friday
evening, December 4 from 3:00 - 8:00 PM or Satunsi@yning between 8:00 -
9:30 AM. We can pick up the set from you earliethe week if this time doesn’t
work for you. The display will be open to the pabdn Saturday, December 5
from 10:00 AM - 7:30 PM and Sunday, December 6raftairch until 3:00 PM.
The nativity sets may be picked up at the conclusithe display or please make
prior arrangements if this is not possible.

DIG OUT YOUR NATIVITY SET(S) AND HELP US HAVE A HUG E
HOLIDAY DISPLAY TO BENEFIT THE SALVATION ARMY! THE N
VOLUNTEER TO BE ONE OF THE PERSONS WHO PARTICIPATE
IN THE LIVING NATIVITY. NELSON MEMORIAL NEEDS YOU!

United Methodist Women

*Please Note*
WESLEY CIRCLE and MARY MARTHA CIRCLE
will not meet this month for their monthly meetings
(We will resume in January 2010, weather permijting

DECEMBER 3- Thursday-11:30 a.m.- Carry-in Luncheon
Unit Meeting-Fellowship Hall
Kitchen: Mary Martha Circle
Dining Room: Wesley Circle
Program: Participant (Youth/Adult) on Summer Migsilrip

DECEMBER 15- Reading Plan Reports due to Faye Rolbin
Secretary Program Resources

May the bright hope of the Christ Child
bless you this Christmas and always.

The LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light.
Isaiah 60:19 KJV

Merrygs

i hristmas

Respectfully Submitted,
Tina Zeller Communications Coordinator, UMW
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Have You Seen These Two Books? Clillis
“Why: Trusting God When You Don’t Understand” %
“Here If you need me: a True Story

for their reading program. Please return thenméochurch library or call Faye Robinson
882-6305.



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

-1-
Donna Beach
Bill Salyer

_5-
Anna Koch
Brittany Stone

-6-
Barbara Holtzclaw
Russell Schmidt

-7-
John Stegner Il
-8-
Allison Haller

-O-
Karen Kay
Jon Koch

_10_
lan McClaflin

-12-

Tamie Griesbach

-13-
Nellie Gingrich

-14-
Shirley Brewen

Martha Schrader
Arlene Winn

-15-

Kevin Brownfield

-16-
Darren Beach

Jami Gettings
Marla Stretz

-17-
Florence Hillyard
Dan Richerson

-20-
Andy Schenck

-21-

Marcia Cook

_22_
Earl Haller
Harold Haller
Mathew Livingston

-23-

Greg Farmer

_24-

Gene Reagan

-25-
Madisson Alexander
Jerry McClure

Please help us update the Birthday List by notgime

Church office if your name is missing.

Thank you!

Judy Peters hgalth

Mackenna Schnellhgalth
Family of Chuck Linville grief)

Sgt. Aaron Edman

PRAYER LIST

Mindful of my need to pray and the great opportniwhich exists
when people of faith pray together, | will lift thge following in prayer:

Continued Prazer

Family of Alma Boehm drief)

William Schnell pealth
Gertrude Simmonshgalth

Robert Vollmer Kealth
(neighbor of Sharon Mellor)

Prazers for Government, Armed Forces, and Disastdrelief Personne

LCPL Brad Simmons

(Father of KHUSA child deployed to Afghanigtan  (deployed to Iray

LT senior grade Jimmy Fuemmeler Aaron VonEngeln
(VAQ-129, NAS Whidbey Island, YA (deployed to Afghanistan

Major Jeremy Gettings
(Joint Staff Tour Creech AFB, NV

Robert Mike Grissum

Covenant Church of Gondola,
(Mozambiqug

(returned to the States from Irpq

Midshipman Will Parker

Pledges of Service to be honored

(United States Naval Academy,

Annapolis, MD

Sgt. Samuel Ross

(Father of KHUSA child deployed to Irpq  President of the United States

LCPL Cory Schmidt
(Cherry Point, NG

Men & Women of our Armed Forces
Leaders of the World



